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present of tenscore good yew bows inlaid with
silver, and tenscore quivers filled with arrows,
and ever after was he a good friend to Robin
and his band.

THE KING COMETH TO SHERWOOD SOREST

So far spread the fame of Robin Hood that
Richard of the Lion Heart, who was now king,
came on a visit to Nottingham, vowing that,
since the Sheriff could not capture Robin,
he would do it himself.

After he had been at Nottingham a day or two,
he rode into the forest with some of his followers,
all dressed as monks. As he had hoped, they
had not - ridden far when they were surrounded
by a company of men clad from head to foot
in Lincoln green, and led into the forest until
they came to the greenwood tree, where Robin
made them welcome, and bade some of his men
prepare the feast, while others made good sport.

When they came to the shooting, a wand was
set up with a garland upon it, and all who failed
to shoot within the garland must stand up to
receive a buffet on the ear from Robin Hood.
At last it came Robin's turn, and, shooting
carelessly, he missed.

" Now, good master, stand up that I may serve
thee," cried Little John.

"Nay," quoth Robin, "rather will I let the
monk here give the buffet," for Robin thought
a monk would not be apt to have a strong arm.

At that the king stood up in his friar's robes,
baring so mighty an arm that Robin repented
him of his bargain. And so great was the
buffet he received that he measured his length
on the grass. But the monk's cowl had fallen
back from his face as he gave the blow, and
Robin knew him for the king, and, throwing
himself at Richard's feet, begged for mercy
for his band.

So pleased was the king with all that he had
seen that he granted his pardon to the band,
and made them his foresters.

ROBIN MEETETH GUY OE GISBOURNE

After King Richard died, King John, who liked
not such free lances, set his Sheriff to capture
Robin. The Sheriff, knowing well that he could
not do it himself, hired Guy of Gisbourne, an

outlaw famed for his evil deeds, to come and
slay Robin Hood. He, coming to Sherwood,
met Robin and gave him insult so that Robin
drew his sword.
Then followed the fiercest fight that ever
Sherwood saw. Once did Robin, jumping back
from a hard stroke, slip on a pine root, but
he turned the other's sword with his hand,
and, leaping up before Guy of Gisbourne could
recover from the stroke, he smote him twice,
so that he fell dead upon the green sod. Thus
did the fairest and the foulest of the outlaws of
Merry England meet that day.
HOW ROBIN DIED BY TREACHERY
When he saw that the Sheriff of Nottingham
could not take Robin, King John sent an army
against him, and this army did Robin and his
band beat back from Sherwood with great
slaughter. Now, since first he had slain a man,
Robin could not abide the killing of men,
and he brooded upon those slain in the battle,
though it had been done in fair fight. So long
did he brood that a fever came upon him,
and at length he determined to go to the nunnery
near Kirklees, where his cousin was prioress,
since she was skilled as a leech, and would
bleed him. But she was desirous of currying
favor with those in power, so she met Robin
with fair words, and led him to a cell in the
nunnery, where she opened a vein in his arm.
Then she left him, bolting the door behind her.
After the vein had bled for a time Robin felt
a great weakness coming upon him, and he
saw that he had been betrayed. Then he raised
himself where he lay, and blew three feeble
blasts upon his bugle. But Little John heard
them, and came running and forced his way
into Robin's cell. When he saw that Ms master
was beyond help, he would have burned the
nunnery to the ground. But Robin turned him
from his purpose, for never while he had been
leader had one of the band harmed a woman.
Then he bade Little John hold him up before
the window, and he shot his last arrow, and
where that arrow fell did his men bury him.
Thus died Robin Hood with mercy in his
heart towards those who had betrayed him,
as he had been merciful all his life towards
those who were weaker than himself.